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Latin & Romance Languages


Background Information: Latin is the root of the five Romance Languages. Romance languages are not the “language of love,” but rather, the “language of the Romans” (it is the group of modern languages that evolved from spoken Latin between the sixth and ninth centuries CE/AD) In addition to the Romance languages, Latin makes up over 60% of the English language (90% when talking about science and technology vocabulary). The five Romance languages are: Spanish, Portuguese, French, Italian, and Romanian. As the Roman Empire conquered Europe, the people brought their language with them and it started to change the languages that had already been used throughout the conquered areas. Your task is to examine the effect Latin has had on the modern Romance languages.

The following English sentence has been translated into Latin and the five Romance languages.
English: She always closes the window before she dines.
Latin: Ea semper antequam cenat fenestram claudit.

Spanish: Ella siempre cierra la ventana antes de cenar.
Portuguese: Ela sempre fecha a janela antes de jantar

French: Elle ferme toujours la fenêtre avant de dîner.

Italian: (Ella/Lei) chiude sempre la finestra prima di cenare.

Romanian: Ea închide întotdeauna fereastra înainte de a cina

Your assignment: Answer the following questions in thorough detail on a separate sheet of paper to be turned in immediately after fall break.
1. Give examples of similarities between Latin and each of the five romance languages. Do they have any words or derivatives in common? If so, what are they?
2. How does studying Latin help us understand some of these languages without becoming a fluent speaker of each Romance language? This should be answered in a detailed paragraph of 5-8 sentences.
3. Using a dictionary and/or on-line resource, give ten more examples of words that have been derived from Latin. These examples can come from some of the Romance languages provided above. Use words that have not been provided on this page. You should also not use English derivatives we have already studied from the book. You must provide the Latin and English meaning. If you are stuck on where to begin, look at the Word Study assignments that we complete each chapter. (You cannot use any of those words, but look at it for inspiration and direction.)
example: the name of the fictional fairy tale character Maleficent is a derivative of the Latin word malus. Malus means bad and Maleficent is a witch that does bad things.
